
Sunnybrow Primary School: Nursery and Reception Medium Term Overview 

Term: Summer 1                       Overriding theme: Eggs  

Key learning: 
-The season after Winter is Spring. Plants start to grow and many animals are born 
-Some animals give birth to live babies and some animals lay eggs 
-Baby animals are sometimes known by different names to adults 
-Some baby animals don’t look like their mothers 
-All animals are born, grow and then die. This is called a life cycle. 
- 
 
Key Vocabulary: 

animal, baby, adult, birth, grow, life cycle, young, infant, older, younger, egg, hatch, die, age 
sheep-lamb, cow-calf, horse-foal, hen-chick, pig-piglet, rabbit-kitten, dog-puppy, cat-kitten, duck-duckling, owl-owlet, deer-fawn,  
frog-tadpole, butterfly-caterpillar,  

 
animals that lay eggs-reptiles, animals, amphibians, insects, birds, fish-lizards, swans, ducks, hens, turtles, crocodiles, frog, butterfly, shark, penguin, ladybird, spider 
Communication & Language: 
Nursery: 
-Continue to develop listening skills, taking part in whole-class 
sessions for longer periods of time (as per their age) 
-Enjoy listening to stories (that are getting progressively longer in 
length) and can remember some of what happens 
-Understand what, where, when and why questions in relation to 
stories and personal experiences  
 
Reception: 
-Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to 
clarify their meaning 
-Actively listen to others in a group and respond to what they have 
heard 
-Offer explanation for why things might happen, using recently 
introduced vocabulary and conjunctions  

Physical Development: 
Nursery: 
-Extend movement skills to skip, hop and standing on one leg 
-Build up upper arm and shoulder strength/rotation of lower arms 
and wrists  
-Climb, run and jump with confidence 
-Throw, catch, roll and kick a large ball 
Play games with a partner  
 
-Be able to zip up coat and dress/undress with more independence 
-Become more independent in using knife and fork 
-Encourage good hygiene practices (washing hands) 
 
Reception: 
-Run lightly on tiptoes, skips on alternate feet 
-Throw, catch, roll and kick a medium-sized ball with some accuracy 
-Play team games with a scoring system and udnersatdn the need 
to apply the rules  
-Use one-handed tools with more accuracy, especially scissors –
cutting around shapes with more accuracy and pencils-more control 
with letter formation and colouring in (becoming better at staying 
in lines) 
-Draw a house with a door, windows, roof and chimney 
-Develops colouring in skills-tries to stay within the lines 
 
-Zip/unzip coats independently 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
Nursery: 
-Tidy-up with support from an adult 
-Understand road and river safety 
-Understand the role of service workers 
-Talk about their feelings using happy, sad, angry or worried 
 
Reception: 
-Tidy-up when it is tidy-up time 
-Understand the new responsibilities that come with growing and 
changing and increasing independence 
-Understand road and river safety 
-Have respect for other, including our service workers 
-With adult support, see things from someone else’s point of view 
and reach compromises. Know ways to help themselves and others 
 



-Become more independent in using knife and fork   
-Encourage good hygiene practices (washing hands) 

Literacy: 
Key Nursery Rhymes- 
The Grand Old Duke of York 
5 Little Monkeys 
Little Miss Muffet 
Two Little Dickie Birds 
Wheels on the bus 
Goosey Goosey Gander 
Dr Foster 
Mary, Mary quite contrary 
 
Key texts: 
The odd egg 
The very hungry caterpillar 
The Ugly Duckling 
 
Writing: 
YN 
-Continue to develop pre-writing shapes 
-Develop drawings of people and houses 
-Explore progression in writing, tracking left to right 
-Older Nursery-Write their first name, forming many letters 
correctly   
  
-YR-Write whole names (from memory) 
-Recognise and form capital letters 
-Sing the alphabet song 
-Write simple sentences, including HFWS for phonic phases 2 and 3 
-Include spaces between words and use a full stop at the end 
-Explore writing different text types  
 
Comprehension: 
-See objectives on LTP.  
 
Word Reading: 
-See objectives on LTP.  
 

Mathematics 
-Develop skills of counting one-to-one, stable order, cardinal order, 
abstraction and order relevance principles 
 
Reception: 
-Verbally count beyond 20 
-Recall doubles of numbers up to 5 
-Recall number bonds up to 5 and some facts to 10 
-Recognise and subitise numbers to 10 
-Explore the composition of numbers beyond 10 
-Select and rotate shapes to fill a given space 
-Add and take away amounts using objects 
-Understand that shapes can be combined and separated to make 
new shapes 
 
Nursery: 
-Older YN-Consolidate ability to recognise and subitise numbers to 
5 
-Identify and describe the properties of shapes 
-Explore rotation of shapes to fill a given space 
-Talk about and order events in a day 
-Compare the length and height of objects 
 
 

Understanding the world: 
-Name, observe and compare common animals 
-Find different ways to categorise and sort animals 
-Know the names of some baby animals (see list in key vocab 
above) 
-Identify animals that give birth to live animals and animals that lay 
eggs 
 
-Understand the stages in the life cycle of an animal (including 
humans) and how different stages in the cycle bring responsibilities 
and different levels of independence 
-Know some similarities and differences between things in the living 
past and now 
 
-Name the four seasons, the changes in weather and observe and 
discuss seasonal changes in our local area 
 
 
 
 
YR and Nursery 
-Identify the different types of technology we might find at home 
and school 
-Understand the difference between objects that use modern 
technology and those that don’t 
-Children begin to use some simple programs to sort, store and 
retrieve data 
  

 Expressive Arts and Design  
-Develop drawing, sketching and painting skills to produce a self-
portrait inspired by Van Gogh 
-Design, create and evaluate a hatching animal 
 
-Use open-ended resources in games and make-believe play 
 

  



 

 


